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SCATTERSHOTS
From the Prez

 
Fall has officially arrived and it is almost October, which means conclav
one week away.  Several club members will be leaving around October 1
this annual event in Mountain Home Arkansas.  Walter, Bill, Buddy, and
fishing our way to conclave and do the same on the return trip.  We may
back for the October meeting, but Past Presidents Ken Baker and Jay Re
agreed to conduct the meeting.  Last months meeting was well attended.

Shannon Sherrod demonstrated a new bass fly he has been working on.  Shannon did not orig
fly but has made improvements that should make it deadly on Bass and Red Fish.   Thanks S
a very informative program.

Officers were elected to lead our club into 2004.  We have some new people serving and sho
for a very lively year.  I will serve again as President, Hugh Bell will again be Vice President
Heugel will be Secretary/Treasurer.  Outings will be directed by Jared Satterwhite and Buddy
special help from Tom Rees, Linda McLendon will be in charge of programs.  Buddy Price w
editor of our News Letter.  Shannon Sherrod will lead our tying classes, Jay Renken will be c
instructor, Ken Baker will lead our conservation activities, and Walter McLendon will be in c
membership.  I look forward to serving with you for the benefit of Pineywoods Fishers and th
fishing.

I would like to thank everyone for their hard work during the last year.  Each of you are an im
part of our club and we miss you when you are unable to attend our meetings and club functi
Thanks again.  See you on the water.

Jimmy    
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Tribute to Michael Verduin
By Ken Baker

On Friday, September 12, I made a trip with Jay Renken,Bill Heugel and Walter McLendon, to Farmers
Branch, to the memorial service for Michael Verduin. The trip brought back memories I have of an extra
ordinary man. Here are just a few of them. 

I met Michael at the very first open house held by the

PWFF which was held at the Lufkin Federal Building. The
next time I saw him was the night he rode his motorcycle to
a regular PWFF meeting. He was a member of the club and
just came to attend a club meeting. The weather was bad
and several tried to get him to spend the night in Lufkin and
return home the next day. He had to work the next day, so
he rode home that night after the meeting. 
When one of our members had his tying equipment stolen,
Michael put together a vise and other tying tools and sent it
to him to replace it. 
When a new member joined the club and was hard put for
money to buy tying equipment, Michael once again put
together a fly tying kit and gave it to him so he could begin
tying flies. He was always ready to help anyone whether he
knew them or not. 
When he was guest tyer at our open house several years
ago, he gave us several fly's for our own club use. We used
them for the first auction that we had and which we
continue to have today. 

On a personal note---While he was a guest here he was tying poppers and on display was a red and white
lure he had made which he called a Bassarena. I commented how much I liked it as it reminded me of
the casting lure I had started fishing with as a boy. He said, "I'll just make you one sometime." Some
months later as Walter and I were visiting with him at the conclave, he gave me that Bassarena. I have it
in a shadow box over my tying desk. He has told me several times that he never made another, so it is
definitely one of a kind. Incidentally, I have several fly pattern's from him including the catalpu worm,
but I do not have one of the purple dragon flies. None of them will ever be used. 
I know all of us have terrific memories of Michael, and I know he deserved every award he ever
received, but he should have an award that says simply, "MICHAEL VERDUIN, GREAT GUY."



FLY TYING

Fly Tying Contest

This months fly is a Wollybugger. Tie up one (or more) of your favorite buggers and bring it in for
judging. Last months winners with poppers were  Shannon Sherrod with a deer hair popper and Ken
Baker'’ Pistachio Beetle. Remember, each winner gets his or her name in the drawing at the spring
workshop for some great prizes.

_________________________________

TWO IS BETTER THAN ONE
By  Bill Heugel

Not heads, Hooks.  An old friend of mine insisted on using a crank bait that had 15 hooks on it.  He
claimed if a fish even came close to it the fish would get hooked.  I am not suggesting we develop flies
with more than one hook (although salmon flies can be built that way).  I have been trying out trailer
flies from my poppers.  This is not a new concept, the British use many flies tied to their leaders. The
trout folks often recommend a combination of a dry fly and a dropper nymph.  I have seen as many as
three.  Davy Wooten is a proponent of multi-fly rigs for trout. He uses at least 5.  My approach has been
simple.  Just one dropper fly from my popper.  

There are several benefits to this configuration for warm water fish.  The popper makes noise and
attracts the fish.  The fish then has the option of selecting the dropper or the popper.  Cafeteria style.
The combination also looks like more of a school of bait with one fish following the other.  Or maybe it
triggers a reaction when one fish is chasing another.  We may need a fish psychologist to sort this out. 

I’ve been using a regular popper tied on a large hook with a small hook dropper. That way maybe a
bream will take that back fly.  It works. I am sure two subsurface flies or two poppers would work in
combination as well.  I have not tried either of those arrangements but I might.

The result has been really interesting.  Most of the fish I have caught on this configuration were on the
dropper.  Easy prey I guess.  

I tie the dropper on an 18 inch leader using the Davy Wooten knot to tie on the fly and a uni-knot to tie
the dropper to the popper hook.  The advantage of the uni-knot is that it slips well and can be opened up
to change poppers easily.

There are a few problems.  The dropper connection on the popper hook could interfere with the hooking
ability of the popper.  However I don’t think that’s a big deal.  Most of the hits are for the dropper and I
have caught fish on the popper.  Also the rig does not cast all that easily.  It requires more of a lob to
cast it

For a testimonial ask Jimmy Lee.  He used that configuration the other day and Walter used the standard
rig with a subsurface fly.  Jimmy caught most of the fish.  Could have come out that way under any
circumstances however, I think it was due to the fact that two is better than one.

Give it a try and let me know how you do.



A Great Youth Club
by Walter McLendon

I communicate frequently with my friend Clayne Baker, who manages the largest youth club in the FFF,
the Boise Valley Woolly Buggers. Clayne recently took his crew to the International Fly Fishing Show
in Idaho Falls to demonstrate fly tying and to conduct youth teaching youth classes. As it turned out they
made a huge impact. Two of their members entered the distance casting contest and a girl (Kam) won
first place while a boy (Zack) won 3rd. Both received free private casting lessons from Joan Wulff, Mel
Krieger, Charles Jardine (an English fly fishing celebrity) and Joe Humphreys. In addition, they both
won new fly rods. That night at their dinner banquet, Joan Wulff asked Kam to model her fly fishing
vest that she had donated to the auction. Later Joan announced that she was sending Kam an identical
vest and little Kam broke out crying which brought many of the audience to tears. They asked Kam to
write an article for Flyfisher Magazine about her conclave experiences so we should soon be seeing that.
These kids are now being invited to tie flies at special meetings of adult clubs. It is too bad they are so
far removed from us. Clayne has a lot of fun with these kids, he sends me news about their outings and
activities. The kids totally run the club, while Clayne just gives them guidance. 

______________________________________

Octoberfest Outing at Kurth Lake
We will begin with a light breakfast then as discussed at the September meeting the club will be
providing a light meal at noon. That evening an Octoberfest meal will be served for all club members
their families and guests. Bill Heugel and Linda McLendon are heading up this team. Normally the
ladies do all the serving and clean up. It would be nice for all ladies and other guests not to have this
task to look forward to. So I am asking for persons to assist Bill and Linda with the food preparation
task, serving, and clean-up after the meal. This will involve setting up the serving and dining area before
the meal, clean up afterwards and making sure things were as they were when we arrived. Of course we
will need club members to finally help make sure the facility is clean and in the same condition it was on
our arrival.
We are planning a round table type of fly tying, if you have a favorite fly you want to share with other
members and show how to tie the fly please let us know. We have persons who will share some tying
secrets and methods during the day, but we want to get everyone involved in some way. A basic tying
class will also be conducted as part of the day's activities. If you are just getting started in tying you will
want to attend this class, or if you are an old hand and just need a review this will fill the bill. This
class will be conducted away from the round table tying. After a little instruction you may want to join
in the round table tying.
Jay is our club casting instructor and he will be available for casting instruction, when he is not fishing
or tying. Jay will need some assistant casting help, so if you want to learn a new cast or just improve
your casting, volunteer to help Jay. We all know the instructor learns more than the student in normal
instructional situations anyway, so what better way to improve your own skills that by helping someone
else.
If you just want to fish then this is a great place to try your skill, several folks in the club can direct you
to the areas that are usually productive. All rules for fishing on the lake are posted at the sign-in
station and at the boat ramp.
There will be persons who can assist with other skills or fly fishing techniques like how to properly put
backing and fly line on a reel, how to match fly line with the proper rod and many other skills related to
fly fishing and the needed equipment. This can also be a sharing time for techniques and methods you
may have gained and want to share with your fellow fly fishers. I am looking forward to seeing each of
you at the outing and if you want to assist with any part of the day's activities just give me a call at
936-569-9855 or email at jimmy@cox-internet.com or let Ken Baker know at the monthly club meeting
on October 7th.

mailto:jimmy@cox-internet.com


October Meeting
By Ken Baker

At the September meeting, I was asked by Jimmy Lee
to preside at the October meeting as he will be at the
conclave, and vice-president, Hugh Bell will also be
away. 
I asked a couple of you to bring some tying material
and we would tie some favorite flies for the program.
The fly for the contest will be the Wooley Bugger or
Wooley Worm. 
Later, I looked at the calender and the meeting will be
the Tuesday after the conclave, so Jimmy may be back. 

The contest fly will remain the same, and I hope some
of you come prepared to tie some flies. We may be able
to have some conclave reports. 
See you then. 
Ken

 

It’s time again to pay your annual dues. Check out the
last page of this issue for dues information and bring it

to the next meeting!
A man calls home to his wife and says, Honey I
have been asked to go fishing at a big lake up
in Canada with my boss and several of his
friends. We'll be gone for a week."
"This is a good opportunity for me to get that
promotion I've been wanting so would you
please pack me enough clothes for a week and
set out my rod and tackle box. We're leaving
from the office and I will swing by the house to
pick my things up. Oh! Please pack my new
blue silk pajamas."
The wife thinks this sounds a little fishy but
being a good wife she does exactly what her
husband asked.  The following weekend he
comes home a little tired but otherwise looking
good. The wife welcomes him home and asks if
he caught many fish?
He says, "Yes! Lot's of Walleye, some
Bluegill, and a few Pike. But why didn't you
pack my new blue silk pajamas like I asked you
to do?"
The wife replies; "I did, they were in your
tackle box."



Calendar

October 5-6 FFF Southeast Conclave, Mountain Home
October 7 PWFF Meeting, 7pm at Lufkin Mall
October 25 Outing at Kurth Lake
November 1 Fall Rendezvous. See Walter McLendon for

details
November 4 PWFF Meeting, 7pm at Lufkin Mall
April 3-4,2004 Spring Rendezvous

REMEMBER
MARK YOUR CALENDER FOR OUR CLUB MEETINGS ON THE FIRST
TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH , 7:00 P.M. IN THE LUFKIN ROOM

AT LUFKIN MALL.

IT’S DUES TIME AGAIN!!

PINEYWOODS FLY FISHERS

INFO

The Pineywoods Fly
Fishers monthly

newsletter needs your
help. Otherwise we’l l  run
out of material  to print.

Please send your articles,
photos, and any other

material  that might be of
interest to other members
to the editor,  Buddy Price
(email  bprice@lcc.net)  If

you don’t have email ,
send it  by fax to (936)

633-1429 or by snai l  mail
to 103 Suntory Way,

Lufkin, TX  75901. I can
scan photos for use in the

newsletter and return
them to you.

All  articles,  photographs,
and newsworthy events
are appreciated. If you
know of any upcoming

events by other clubs or
organizations that our
members would l ike to

know about,  send it in so
we can be kept informed.

Information for articles
should be submitted no

later than the 25t h  of each
month, preferably earl ier

than that.

WEBSITE INFO

The Pineywoods Fly
Fishers OnLine is located

at
http://home.sprynet.com/~wal

termc/.
Come visit us there!

PPIINNEEYYWWOOOODDSS  FFLLYY  FFIISSHHEERRSS  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP

You are invited to join the Pineywoods Fly Fishers. Attend one of our
meetings or you can mail this application to Pineywoods Fly Fishers, P.O.
Box 153651, Lufkin, TX 75915-3651. Dues are $15.00 per year for members
who get the newsletter by email; $20.00 per year for mailed newsletters; and
$10.00 per year for students.

NAME  _____________________________________________
ADDRESS  _____________________________________________

______________________________________________
PHONE ________________ EMAIL _______________________

PWFF is affiliated with the national Federation of Fly Fishers. Membership in the FFF is
encouraged and benefits the club but is not required.

mailto:bprice@lcc.net
http://home.sprynet.com/~waltermc/
http://home.sprynet.com/~waltermc/
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